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Grand Telon Hational Park
Farw harizons have ingpired man as has the
massivaly rugged, magnificent skyline of
Grand Teton Mational Park. Sean from the
flacr of Jackson Hale, the wind- and ice-
carved homs, knife-edged ridges, and
clrgues challenge the adventurous and
evoke wondar in all,
Wi do not know what effect this mountain-
scape had on the first men who gazed upon
it some 8,000 years ago. Tha Shoshone
Indian nama far tha snow- and ice-bedacked
peaks meant “hoary-headed fathers.”
Franch-speaking fur trappers who followed
the fntrephd John Colter into the Teton-
Yellowstone couniry in the early decades of
the 19th century named the most imprassive
group of peaks Les Trodg Telons (the thres
broasts). The valley 7,000 fest below was
narmed Jackson Hole, for trapper David
Jackson.

The ftoor of tha valley is relativaly flal,
having bean parily filled by glacial and othar

rock debris ercded from the mountains. You
can saa much of this valley fill axpostd
where the Snake River kas carved a winding
course through the upper-level deposits.
Jackeon, Leigh, Jenny, Two Ocean, and
Emma Matilda are the largest of many spar-
kling morainal lakes in the valley, Com-
pleting the panorama of nature in Grand
Telon are the higher glacial lakes, small but
active glaciers, extensive forests, and an
array of wild animals unsurpassed in any
park of comparabla size.

Unlike the Yellowstone wildarness, these
majestic, craggy, blwe-gray mownitains and
the lake-strevm valley over which thay tower
wara not sacured lor posterity before the
intrusion of settlement and exploitation.

The irapper brigades, having cleaned out
the beavers, disappearad In mid-19th
century. Later the homesteadears came 1o ry
thesir hand at wrasting & living from this
regged land. Then with the rallrcad came
dude ranching—and Eastarnars wiho saw
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here a unique potential for ouldoor recrea-
tion amidst scenic splendor, In the 1920°s
Johin 0. Rackaleller, Jr., bagan buying land
at the foot of the range, thus slowing the
paca of commercial davelopmeant in Jackson
Hale.

In 1828, lands embracing the major peaks
wera gat aslde by Congress as an embryanic
Grand Teton Natienal Park. Despila vigorous
opposition, a move to expand the park onto
the valley Noor gained irnpetus, In 1950 the
present nalional park, including lands
donaled by Rockefeller, wias establishad,

In 1972 a corridor of Mational Forest land
batwesan the two parks was transferrad o
Mational Parkway status, The road connect-
ing the two parks was proclalmad the John
D. Reckalaller, Jr., Memorial Parkway. Thus,
the nation gives tribule 19 the man who
assured that fulure generations would be
able to seo these unspoiled mountains
mirrored in Jackson Lake and 1o look down
an the picturésgue valley from their heights.
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Yellowstone Naticnal Park

"We had within a distance of fifty miles seen
wital wie bitligved {o be the greafes! wonders
on aur conlinent . . | Judge, then, of o
astomishmant on entering this basin, lo see
al fo greal distance before us an immeanse
body of sparkling water, profecied suddenly
ared with ternific force infe the air o 8

height ol ovar one hundred feel. We had
fownd & real gayaer, . "'

Thus wrote Nathanie! P. Langiord, a leading
citizen of the new Terrtory of Montana a
cantury aga, upon saaing the land at the
headwators of the "Rock Yelow River.”
This vast, varied wilderness in northweasierm
Wyaming Territory was aws-inspiring nal
anly in its array of thermal phenomena, but
also in its looming mountain ranges, rushing
rivers, endiess forests, colorful canyons,
and teeming wildlife, Upon returning from
iheir 1670 expedition into this land of

miystery and wander, Langford and his
companions sl in motion the chain of avents
that was to lead 1o the establishment of

the world's first national park.

Yallowsiones iz no longer a land of mystery,
far scientists have revealed many of s
socrats, and milllons of visllors have become
tarmiliar with s landscapes. But |t remains
a wondrous realm of geclogical marvels,
whara, in wriler Freaman Tilden's wards,
one can heve the “shocking bul joyous
adventure of putting your beot soles closer
io the interior fires of the ¢arth 1han you can
da at any ather spats on the globa save . ..
lceland and New Zealand. . . "

Yellowstond is still, too, an unparallaled
wildlife sancteary, desplte a century during
which the park's growlng popularity as a
wvacation area has meani ever-ingraasing
pressure upon the animals and their habitat,

But Yellowsione is more than & spectacle
of volcanism and erosive forces, more than
8 parade of wild birds and beasts, mara

than a scenically splendid landscapa. it is a
ménumeant to the amall band of idealists
who had the courage and the conviction to
demand that a hustling, growing nation of
plonesrs and exploiters sel aside 2 million
acres of the public domain 1o be kept intas!
and natural for the enjoyment of fulure
generalions. The new park was to be,
according o the enabling legistation, a
"pleaguring-ground” for the Malion.

The maaning of Yellowsione today far
transcands its walwes for “pleasuring.’
AR incrikasing numbeér of Amaricans, weariad
by the pace of life in the city and besat by
ils noisa, smells, and wgliness, are turning
to Yellowstone and other national parks for
respite. Hare they can siow down, refresh
mind and body, and restore the spirit, Hera
they can reestablizh their fies with mother
earih. Hare socialy can reavaluate its
darmaged partnarship with nature,

Administration

Yellowstone and Grand Teton Mathonal
Parks are adminisierad by the Mational Park
Service, LS, Departméent of Ihe Infariar,

Vrize 53 centy damedils powipald o 18 ceits OF0 Boaksions

As the Mation's principal conseration
agency, the Department of the Interior has
basic rasponsibilities for water, fish, wildiifa,
mingral, land, park, and recreational
regaurces. Indian and Territorial affairs are
ciher major concerns of America's
“Deapariment of Natural Resourees " The
Depariment works to assure the wisest
choica in managing all our resources so
aach will make ils full contribution 1o a
batter United States—now and in the futurs,
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